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by George Fox, 


As then ſeneft me 5nto the World, even fool ſend 1 lk 
into the World', they are not of the World, even as 1 am net 
the Porld, John I7. 
Ye Jay know that 1 am in my Father, and you in Land and I 
in you, John 14. 20, 
I in them, and thou in ene, John 17. 
Go and teach all Nations, 1 will be withyou tothe End of the 
World, Mat. 28. 
Go ye into «ll the World, and preach the Goſpel, Mark 16, 
Examine year ſelves whether you be in the Faith, prove your 
own ſelves know ye not your own ſelv:?, how thet 7 eſs 
Chriſt is in you, except ye be Mes 2 Cor.13.5, 


— 


_—— — 


— 


How Chriſt ordained his Twelve Apoſtles, and Seventy 


Diſciples. 
How he would be with them to the End of the world, 


aud in them, 
what was the Maintenance he ordained for them. 


How. Chriſt choſe and ordained Paſtors,” Teachers, . 


Prophets, and Evangeliſts in the Church, 


And the Primitive Ordination of Biſhops, and Deacons, 


and Elders inthe Church. 
Alſo who they are that dy ſucceed them in their Or- 
dination, Succe flion, Poſſe ſion, Doitrine and Praftice., 
in. their Preaching, Praying, Singing and Miinte- 
nance, and why not. 


AV 
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CONCERNING 


Ordination 


Succellion, 


- About which there i ſo much Diſcourſe andwork in all 
Chriſtendom, 


- FJ Eaveoff all your Buſling, and come to Chriſt 


k and his Apoſtles, and.{ce how they were or- 
ned and ſent forth; Chriſt ſaith in Mar. 28, Go 


' therefore, and teach all Nations, &c. Now here was 


- the Command of Chriſt, after he was riſen: So 


theſe werenot to fit down in Benefices, but- they 


were to goand teach all Nations; the Nation of 
Eſan, and the Egyptians, Hams and Tartars, Barba- 


- rians, Scythians, &c. 


Theſe did not reaſon, What ſhall I do with my 


"Wife and Children , or how ſhall I do for a main- 


tenance; ſo as Chriſt commanded them to go and 


teach all Nations ? here was the Love of God and 


"Chriſt to all the World: -And again Mark 16. 


'” Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples,Go ye into all the world, 


and preach the Goſpel to every Creature ; mark, to 


every Creature the Goſpel of Salvation was to be 


A-2 preached 


praached; here Chris no Sests, nor leaves 
out ſome Part of the World ; but as he taſted Death 
for every man, and was an Offering for the Sins of 
the whole World; ſo he ſent his Diſciples, which 
he ordained to preach the Goſpel, into all Nations; 
a1d hefaith, Is 7 ar with you alvayes even to theEnd 
of the world ; and Chriſt ſayes, 1f you were of th: 
world, the worli would love its own, tut besauſe you 
are not of the world, but Ihave choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates yow: Sotheſe were 
the choſen Diſciples of Chriſt, which he ſent forth 
into the World, Joh. 15. And Chriſt ſaith, 7 have 
given them the Words which thow gaveſt me, and they 
f ve recetved them, and have known ſurely that I came 
out from thee, they have believed that thou didft ſend 
mz, Joh. 17: andthe Glory thowgaveſs me, ſhave gi- 
ven them, and tht thty may be one, even as we are 
one, 1 in them, and they in me, that they may be made 
perfet in one, 

So here you may ſee, that Chriſt is 1a his Apo- 
ſtles; that he ſends: forth into. all Nations, and he 
will ſend them his. Comforter, which ſhall lead 
them into all Truth, who is the Spirit of - Truth, 
and this Comforter will teach you all things, ſaith 
Chriſt, and bring all things tv your Remembrance, 
wha: ſfoever Thave faid to-you, Foh. 13. And fur- 
cher Chriſt Gairh, Joh; 25- 1have choſen you and r- 
dined yon, tht you ſhould go and bring forth Fruit und 
that your Fruits ſhould remain, &c. 

' So hege you may ſee how Chrilt choſe and vr- 
diined his miniſters, and how he would be with 
them, and in them, and how he had cholen them 

Out 
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aut of the World, and ns were not of the World, 

as. he was not of the World, and therefore the. 
World did hate theſe that were choſen & ordained, 
and ſent forth by Chriſt, and were not like a Com- 
pany of Worldlings, ſeeking for great fat Benefices 
and to agree with Nations orCountries for ſo much 
a Year, and to hale People into Courts, and caſt 
them intoPriſonjt they would not give them main- 
tenance orearthly things. 
And when Chritt {ent forth his ſeventyDiſciples 
by two and two into every City, and Town, and 
Place, as in Zw#e 10. he ſaid to them, Go your wayes, 
behold, 1 ſend you forth as Lambs amonz wolves ((0 
here 1s Chriſt's Sending and Command) barry net- 
ther Purſe, mor Serip, nor Shos, and ſalute x) Man 
4 the Way, and into what Houſe ye enter, firſt /ay,Peace 
unto this Houſe, &c. and inthe ſame Houſe remain 
eating and drinking ſuch Things as they ſet before you ; 
for the workman is worthy of his Meat, &c. and into 
wht City ye enter, and they receive you, eat ſuch things 
4s they ſet before you: And when thole ſeventy re- 
turned again to Chriſt, &c.. in the ſame Hour Jeſus 
rejoyced in Spirit and faid,/ thank thee O Father, Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe Things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
Babes, even ſo F ather, e&rc. And no Man knoveth who 
the Sor is, biut the Father, and who the Father is, but 
the Son, and him to whom the Son will reveal him: 
And Jeſus faid privily to his Diſciples, Bleſſed are 

the Eyes which ſce theſe Things. 

So here you may ſec how Chriſt ſent forth his ſe- 


venty. Diſciples, and how he thanked bis yo rk 
which 


Þ 
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- hich had reveal'd him & theſe things untoBabes 
and how the Son had revealed theſe things unto his 
Diſciples, ſo thele did Chriſt chuſe and ordain,and 
they went forth in the Revelation of the Son: And 
likewiſe,when Chriſt had ſent forth his twelve Duſ- 
ciples before, he ſaid tro them, As ye go, preach, 
inz, the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, &c. andfree- 
: ly you have receive], freely 2rve , provide neither G old, 
nor Silver nor Braſs in your Purſes, no Scrips for your 
Tourney, wv Staffs, nor two Coats, mor Shoes for your 
Tourney, Orc. and into whatſoever City or Tows ye ſhall 
enter, enquire who is worthy, and More abide till ye 
go thence, Fc. And whoſoever will not receive you, 
. wor hear your words, when you depart ont of that Houſe 
or City, ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet, &c. So theſe 
were not ta agree for a Benefice with the Heads of 
the Town, and if they would not pay them, then 
caſt them into Priſon. | | 
 Andalfo ye may ſee the ſame Ordination and 
ſending forth of Chriſt's miniſters in Mer 6. and 
mark, whoſoever would not hear Chriſt's Apoſtles 
and Diſciples Preaching, they were to ſhake the 
Duſt off their Feet againſt them, they were not to 
fummon them to Courts, and caſt rhem into Pri- 
ſon, becauſe they would not hear them, for ſayes 
Chriſt, He that heareth you, hearcth me, and he that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke x0. And Chriſt 
ſaith. ja Zeke 22. 35. unto his Diſciples, whes 7 
ſent you without Purſe, Scrip and Shoes, lacked you any 
Thing? and they ſaid Nay. 
[Now you may plainly ſee here Chrift's = 
ers 
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ſters, both before he was crucified and after, when 
he was riſen, the manner of Chriſt's ordauning and 
chooſing and ſending torth his miniiters ; and Le- 
fore he was crucified, he ask'd his miniſters that he 
did ſend forth freely, whether they lacked tor any 
an. oy their Antwer was to Chriſt, they wanted 
nothing. 

Now try your ſelves you maniſters-1n our Dayes 
by Chriſt's Words and his miniſters then, who are 
ſent forth in the Wills of men, whether ye can give 
the fame Anſwer, that ye- want for nothing, and 
that you go forth freely, as they did? And 
Chriit faith, will be with you,axd 1will be within you; 
now they that follow the Apoſtles in their Succel- 
fion, they mult be in the ſame Power and Holy 
Ghoſt that the Apoſtles were in, and not to ſucceed 
them in the Form, as the falſe Prophets did the 
true, and Antizchriſt doth the true Chrilt, who 
got the true Chriſt's Words ; but to ſucceed the: 
Apoſtles in the ſame Holy Ghoſt, and Power, and 
Lite that they were in, that is the right Succeſſion, 
and fo in their Inheritance and poſefſion , for any 
worldly'man will tel} you, it ſignifies nothing to- | 
have only the Writings of an Eſtate, and not to 
poſſeſs it: And therebire to ſuccecd the Apoſtles 
aright, is to ſucceed them inthe ſame power and 
holy Ghoſt they were in, and to have Chriſt 
with them and in them, for Chriſt {aith, Marth. 
21.16. Ont of the' Monthes of Babes and Sucklings 
haft thou ordained Strensth, and Pſal. 8, 

So you may ſee here how Chriſt ordaired Babes 
and Sucklings to preach his Name freely, as they 

had 
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kad received freely ; id you know the Babes and 
Sucklings are not tit to be (ent. to Schools, but thele 
were taught of Chriſt,and ordained of him to _ 
and to confeſs Chriſt Jeſus freely, as they had re- 
ceived;and he ordain'd Strength out of the mouthes 
of theſe Babes and Sucklings, yea, ſuch Strength, 
as the Devil, nor all his muniſters, nor all the pro- 
teſlors of the World were able to gainlay, bur it 
convinced the Gainſayers, fo they need not lye at 
Schools many Years, whom Chriſt ordains and 
lends forth: And when they choſe another Diſci- 
plein the room of Jude, to be a Witnels with the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt's Reſurrection, the Lord gave 
them Matthias by Lot; ſee As 1. And the Apo- 
{tle Paw! ſaith in Epheſ.3. 7. How that by Revelation 
he hai made known to him the Myſtery whereof he was 
made a Miniſter, according tothe Gift of Grace of God 
given to him by the effe:tual working of his Power. And 
again the Apoſtle ſaith, That the Goſpel which was 
preached to every Creature under Heaven, whereof 1 
Paul am mide a Miniſter, according tothe Diſpenſation 
of God, which ws given wnto me, which hath been hid 
from Azes and Generations, but now i« manifeſtedto hs 


Saints, &rc. which Myſtery « Chriſt in you, the Hope of 


Glory, whom we —_ (to wit, the Apoſtles and m1i- 
niſters of Chrilt) warning every man, and teaching 
every Man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 
man perfett in Chriſt Teſws.. | 

Hzre you may ſee Paws Ordination, and how he 
andthe Apoſtles received their miniſtry, and what 
he preach'd, Co/.18. And again the Apoſtle faith, 
hen Chriſt a"cenied up on high, he led Captivity cap- 


tive, 


by 


Sa > 


tive, and pave Gifts del Men, «nd he gave ſome Ape- 
ſiles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts a4 (ome Paſtors, 
axd Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifyin» of the Body of 


Chriſt : So this: Gitt of Chriſt made them miniſters 


and you that deny perfection, deny the Work of 
Chriſt's miniſters, as you may ſee Epheſ. 4. And 
the Apoltle ſayes, we ſpeat the wiſaom of God in a 
Myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom of God, ordained be- 
fore the world to our Glory: So here you may lee 
whar he preached, 1 Cor. 2.6, And in Gal. 1. Paul 


- an Apoſtle, not of man,nor by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, 


and God the Father, mho raiſed him from the Dead, 1 
certifie you Brethren, that the Goſpel which is preached, 
by me, is not after man ; for 1neither received it of 
man, either w.i. Ttaught it, but by the Revelation of 
Feſus Chriſt. 

So here you may ſee how the Apoſtle was or” 
dained, we? from whom he received his Goſpel 
and what he preach'd, and how that he was an A 
poſtle, not of man nor by man : and the Goſpel 
which he preached was not after man, and the 


 Apoltle faith in As 10. 42, he hath commanded us (to 


wit Chriſt) to preach unto the people, and to teſtifie 
that it was he od was ordained of God to be the Fudge 
of Quick & Dead: Here you may ſee it was Chriſt 
that commanded his miniſters and his Diſciples to 


preach, and ur Mart 3. He ordained twelve that 


they ſhould be with him that he might ſend them 


forth to preach, mark, here is Chrilt's Ordination 


and his ſending forth. 
So all along you may fee how Chriſt ordained 
B 1 
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his minifters and Diſciples, and the ſeventy, and 
his Paſcors, Prophets, Evangeliſts and Teachers, 
and he will be with them to the End of the VVorld, 
and he will be inthem, and they ſhall be in him, 
and they ſhall have his holy Ghott to lead them 
anco all Truth. 

Now here is a PoſſeFion, and they that do ſuc- 
ceed them in rhe Poſſeſſion muſt be ſuch as poſſeſs 
Chriſt in them, and his holy Ghoſt, and the fame -. 
Power and Spirit that the Apoſtles did poſſeſs, 
they muſt poſſeſs the fame VViſdom which was 
ordained before the World was, and the ſame-my- 
ſtery hid from Ages and Generations, and the ſame 
Gift from him that is aſcended up on high, and the - 
ſame Goſpel which is not after man, neither is it 
received of man norby man, this they muſt poſſeſs - 
ifthey be the Succeſſors of the Apoltles; for any 
falſe Prophet or Apoſtle,or meſſenger of Satan, An- 
eichriſt or Wolves may get the Sheeps Cloathing, 
the outſide, the Form of Godlineſs and deny the 
Power thereof; ſuch are not the Succeſlors of the 
Apoſtles in their Inheritance andPoſſeſſion, 

Now the Apoſtles in this P offeſsion they that 
did ſucceed them init werecalled Elders; and they 
ordained Decrees by the holy Ghoſt, asinAFs 16. 
to the Churches that were eſtablrſhed in the Faith : 
& they ordained Elders in every Church; = that 
werein the Poſſeſſion of the- holy Ghoſt, ordained 
others that were in the holy Gheſt. As 14. & 20. 
Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and unto all 
the Flock of God, over. which the holy Ghoſt hath 
. made you Overſeers,” to feed the Church of _ 
WHAICH -- 
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which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood;mark 
here you may {ee the Ordination of Overſeers or 
Elders, and whit they were tooverſee withal and 
feed withal, the holy Ghoſt. 

Now they 'that do ſucceed. them. in their Elder- 
ſhip or Overſight, their Succeſſion muſt bein the 
Poſleſſion of the ſame holy Ghoſt, clſe they are no 
Succeflors of the Apoſtles, nor the Elders, nor O- 
vericers; but are in the Form of Godlineſs without 
the Power thereof, which are to be turned away 
from: And in 1 Pet. 5. He that is an Elder writes 
to the Elders, who was a Witneſs of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt, and alſo a Partaker of the Glory that 
ſhould be revealed : Feed the Flick of God (faith he) 
which is amon ſt you, take the or thereof, not by 
conſtraint but willinzly, mot for filthy Lucre but of a rea- 
dy Mind ; neither as Lords over God's Heritaze ; but 
being Examples te the Flock, Now here you may ſee 
further of the Ordination of Elders, and the Coun- 
ſel of an Elder tothem that were Partakers of the 
Glory, and Witneſſes of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
they ſhould feed and take the Overſight willingly 
and not for filthy Lucre, not being Lords over God's 


"Heritage; but Examples tothe Flock. Now they 


that are as Lords, and are ill Examples, and will be 
overſeers for filthy Lucre, are not Succeeders of the 
Apoſtles, neither in their Poſlefſion, nor Exarmple, 
nor Command, 

So all they that ſay they have not the ſame Pow- 
er, and holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles had, do not ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles intheir Poſſeſſion, and all they 


who deny, that any People ſhould expect the ſame 
B 2 power 


12) 

Power and holy Ghoſt ae Apoſtles had, deny their 
Poſſeiion, and are no Succeeders of them : And all 
tizy that deny the Light that ſhines in the Heart 
to give them the Knowledge of the Glory of God 
in the Face of Carlit [zlus now adayes 1n People, 
an1 all thzy tit d21y the Andinting within to 
teach. and the Word ot God in the Heart and mouth 
to obey and dy, which was the Word of Faith the 
Ap cl: preached, they are not in the Succeflion of 
the Ap-ltles,nor in the Doctrine tha they preach. 
ed, NOT 1 the Poſſe ion and Practicet they lived iv! 

And all they ta:t deny thar there was not an Ot- 
fering for the Sins of the whole World, and that 
he doth notenlighten every man that cometh into, 
the World, with the Light, which is the Life in the 
Word, and forbid People from believing in this 
Light,and (ay, that God dot h not write his Law in 
Peoples hearts now,nor put it into their minds now; 
all ſuch, I ſay, do not follow the Apoſtles in their 
Succeſſion of their Life and Power they were in, 
for they have donycd their Doctrine, and that 
which all good Chriſtians do poſleſs. 
 Andall ſuchas fay, that the Grace of God hath 
not appeared to all men to teach them, and bring 
their Salvation and that the manifeſtation of the 
Spirit 15 not given to every man to profit withall, 
and that God doth not give his holy Ghoſt to them 
that rebelled againſt it, and that Chriſt hath not 
ſent his holy Ghoſt to lead his miniſters now into all 
Truth, which holy. Ghoſt hall reprove the World 
of Sin, &c. they that deny this are not the Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, in their Poſſeſſion. of 


their 


» 
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heir Life and Power if the haly Ghoſt , but are 
denyers of their Doctrine, though they may geta 
Form of Words, but deny the Power thereot, tuch 
are to be turned away from. 

So you may ſee how Chriſc hath ordained his mi- 
niſters; for he himſelf was made after the orderof 
Aelchizedeck, and not after the Order of A:oz 
(though Aro was made after an Order) and fo 
they were ordained to offer Sacritices,as in Heb. 7. 8, 
which Prieſthood Chrilt hath ended, and their Or- 
der, who ordained his Diſciples and Elders as yuu 
may ſee before : and all that do ſucceed them nur 
be in the ſame Grace, in the ſame Light and holy 
Ghoſt, and Power, and the ſame Law of Lite, and 
of. the Spirit, and the ſame Anointing within, and 
the ſame Word of Faith in the Heart and mouth, 
and the ſame Gift from Chrilt that 1 aſcended up 
on high, and Chriſt within according to his Pro. 
mile, that he would dwell in them, and as the A- 
poſtle ſaith, 1: pleaſed the Father to reveal his Son i; 
ze, and fo he preached him in others : and all A- 
poſtles, Paſtors, Evangeliſts, Teachers, Elders, 
Overſeers, &c. that do not follow the Apoſtles :n 
the Poſſcfhion of ths before mentioned, and are nor 
Inheritors of this, then they muſt needs be Ap»- 
ſites, and do not follow the Apoſtles in the Pot. 
ſeſſion and Practice, though they may get the Form 
and not in the ſame Power, but deny it; they arc 
not the Succeeders-of the Apoſtles; but are to bc 
turned away from; for none do ſucceed the Ap: 
ſtles, Evangeliſts, and Paſtors, Elders, Overlcers, 
and Teachers, but who ſucceed them in Chriſt, and 


1 the ſane Power and holyGhoſt that they were 
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. who gave forth the Scriptures : And in As 19, r3. 
then certaine of the-vagabond Fews Exorciſts, took 
1pon them to cafl over them which had evil Spirits 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, ſaying, we adjure you 
by Teſs whom Paul preacheth, and there were ſeven : 
Sons of one Sceva a Jew and chief of the Prieſts, \ 
' which did (o, and theevil Spirit anſwered and ſaid, 

Feſus 1 know, ani Paul I know, bat who are yee? And 

the man in whom the evil Spirit was, leaped on them and 

overcame them, and prevailed againſt t hem ſo that 

they fled out of the Houſe, naked and wounded, and this 

w.zs known to all the Jews and Greeks alſo dwelling at E 

pheſus.a-4 Fear fell on them all and the Name of the ; 

Lord leſics was magnified, &c. 

Now 1t is clear that thoſe did not ſucceed in the 

Ordination of the Apoſtles, 1n the Poſlefſion of their 

Power, Life and holy Ghoſt, though they had the 

Form of Words, and uſed the Name of the Lord Je- 

ſus Chriſt: And you may clearly ſee,that it is yot the 

ſaying the Form of Chriſt's and the Apoſtles words, 

and ſuch as can hold them in their memories, that 

doth not bring them to ſucceed the Apoſtles, and fo 

to plead their Ordination, becauſe they can ſpeak 
Chriſt's and the Apoſtles VWords, this doth not 

prove their Succeſſion in the Ordination of Chriſt 

nor the Apoſtles; for it ſayes, they fled away naked, 

they wanted-the Power and holy Ghoſt the Apo. OY 
{tles were in: and fo are not all naked though they 

have the Form of Chriſt's and the Apoſtles words, 

as theſe were ? Let them be Prieſts or Profeſſors, 

if they be not inthe ſame holy Ghoſt, and Power 

the Apoſtles were in; they are naked. 

And may not this be an Example to all Chri. 

ſtendona 
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ſtendorfto take heed how lo uſe the Form of 
Chriſt's and the Apoſtles VSords, without they be 
in the ſame Fear of God, and Power, 2rd holy 
Ghoſt the Apoſtles weie in : So its clear, none do 
ſucceed the Apoitles in the ſame Ordination and 
Succeſſion, bur ſuch as do ſ:cceed them in the ſame 
Power and holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles were in; for 
can naked men, with the Form of Chriſt's and the 
Apoſtles Words, convert any men or women to 
Chriſt or God? that be not in the ſame Power and 
holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles were in, which Po wer 
cloathes them : And are not all naked men liab!- 
to be wounded by the evil Spirit? and flee from 
the evil wounded, liketheſe. Priefrs Sons, that arc 
not in the ſame Power and holy Ghoſt the Apoltles 
were in: and therefore is not this a fearfull warnin 
to all Chriſtendom, to take heed how they t:k- 
upon them, or uſe any way the Form of Chritt s 
or the Apoltles Words,without being in the {cn.c 
Life and Power, and holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles wer- 
in, leſt the evil Spirit get power over them, as it dd 
over this Pric{t and his'ſeven-Sons. 

And are not all. Vagabonds from the Apoſtle; 
power and Inheritance, that are not in the ſac 
power and holy Ghoft the Apoſtles were in,though 
they may talk and have the Formof Chriſt's a1:d 
the Apoſtles Words, as common-Vagabonds and 
Wanderers may talk of other mens Poſlefffons : and 
did Simon Magus continue in the Saccefſion of the 
Apoſtles, though he was convinced ? And did not 
he go out of the Succeſſion of the Apoſtles, when © 
hethought the Gift of God was to be purchsſed 
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with money? did not Peter tell him, he was in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity, though 
he was a profeſſor of Chriſt, anda Believer as ma- 
1y axe now? ſoyou may ſee, that he did not ſuc- 
cced the Apoſtles in the Lite, and holy Ghoſt, and 
Power, and you may clearly ſee the Succeſtion to 
the Apoſtles 1s 1n the Lite, and Power, and holy 
Ghoſt that. they were 1n. 

And do not you think that there are many S/- 
102 Mags now adayes, in Chriſtendom, in their 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity, that think 
the Gift ofGod can be bought and fold for money? 
And are there not many now adayes, that do buy 
and fell the Goſpel, as they- call it, to people for 

money? And you cannot fay, that theſe {ucceed 

the Apoſtles in their poſſesſion in the Life and pow- 
er; but Simon Magus in his Gall of Bitterneſs and 
Bond of Iniquity. | 

And do you think, Dzotrephes, that'Fohn reproves 
followed the Apoſtle with his prating, in the poſ- 
ſe(5ion, 'and inthe Succesſion of the power and ho- 
ly Ghoſt as inthe third Epiſtle of Fob. 

And the Apoſtle faith x Cor, 4. 19. But 7 will 
come to you ſhortly, if the Lord will, and we will know not 
the Speech of them that are puft up; but the Power ; for 
the Kingdom of God isnot in word, but in Power : $0 
here'it 1s. clear, the Knowledge, Ordination, and 
Succeſſion muſt be in the Power, and they that 
do ſucceed the Apoſtles, in their poſſeſſion and 
Ordination inthe Goſpel, which is the power of 
God, they muſt be in the ſame Power of God, the 
(Goſpel, which brings Life and Immortality to 

| Light, 
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Light; forall that have ha Form of Godlineſs and 
deny the Power thereof, deny the Goſpel, tor che 
Goſpel is the power of God : So they muſt ſucceed 
them in the poſleifion of this power that brings 
Life and Immortality to Light,that ſhines over the 
Devil, that hath darkened them ; for the Goſpel, 
. the Power of Gud, 1s called the everlaiting Goſpel, 
and there fore the Succeſſion muſt be 1n the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, and Power of God; and therefor: 
to ſucceed them in the Form without the Power 
and holy Ghoſt is no Succeſſion to the A- 

oftles in their Ordinationz but a Succeflion of 
the falie Apcitles, that got the Form and denyed 
the Power, from {uch faith the Apoſtle (that was in 
the Succeſlion of the Lite and Power and Ordi- 
nation by Chrift) turn away from ſuch : And the 
Apoltle ſaith x Cor, 18, For the preaching of the 
. Croſf (to wit, of Chriſt ) zs to them that periſh Fooliſh- 
neſs; but unto us which are ſaved ( to Wit, the true 
Apoſtles and Chriſtians ) 2t #5 the, Power of God. 

Now they that do ſucceed the Apoſtles, and 
true Chriſtians in the Crofts of Chriſt, it is un the 
Power of God that crucifies them from theWecrld: 
it is not to ſucceed the Apoſtles with wooden, 
ſtone ſilver or braſs Crosſes , for thete would have 
been fooliſh Things to the Apoſtles, for you cannot 
fay, that you ſucceed the Apoſtles with your woo- 
den, ſtone, brafs and ſilver Crols, except you ſay 
theſe your own Inventions of Stone, Wood, Brals, 
and other ſuch like made outward Croſ.es are the 
Power of God, 


And the Apoſtle faith, we peak the Wiſdom 
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God in a Myftery,which Wiſdom we fperk among 
them that are perfeCt , -yet not the Wildom of this 
World nor of the Princes of this World, which 
cometh to nought : Sv all that do ſucceed the A- 
poſtles in their Ordination and Succeſſion, it muſt 
be in this Wiſdom of God, which is pure and gen- 
tle from-above, and eaſe to be intreated,. it muſt 
be in the Poſſeſſion of this Wiſdom (which will 
abide and not come to naught) which they ſpoak 
amongſt them that were perfect: And it is not 
to ſucceed the Apoſtles, to get Chriſt's and the 
Apoſtles Words to talk of them in Man's Wiſdom 
that comes to naught : And the Apoſtle ſaith, my 
Speech ws mot with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom; 
but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power, 
And now all Preachers that do ſucceed the Apo- 
ſtles, it muſt be in the ſame Demonſtration of the 
Spirit and Power, for they do not ſucceed the Apo- 
ſtles, whoſe Speech and Preaching 1s only with the 
enticing Words of mans Wiſdom: And the A- 
poſtle ſaith, That your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the Power of God: So whoſe 
Faith doth ſtand in the Wiſdom of men, and not in 
the ſame Power and Wiſdom of God the Apoſtles 
were in, do not ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Ordi- 
nation and Succeſſion: And the Apoſtle faith, God 
hath revealed unto us by his Spirit the deep Things 
of God, and we have not received the Spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God (mark, Freely) 
whichthinzs alſo we ſpeak, not in the words which may's 
Wiſ- 
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* VViſdom teacheth put which theHoly Got teacheth,ehc, 
and faith he, we have the 31nd if Chriſt, 

So now all that do ſucceed the Apoſtles, muſt be 
inthe Spirit of Gcd that reveals the deep things of 
God to them, and by which Spirit they know the 
deep Things of Gcd, given forth freely unto them, 
that they may give them torth freely again to 0- 
thers, according, to the Ordination and Command 
of Chriſt ;- and they muſt ſucceed them in the {anc 
Speech, not to ſpeak the things of God ig theWourds 
which man's V/iidom doth teach, but in thoſe 
Words which the Holy Ghoſt doth teach: And 
now they that ſpeak the Words of Chriſt and the 
. Apoſtles in man's Wiſdom, and not freely, and 

have not the Mind of Chrift, and deny the Spirit 
of Revelation, but ſpeak the Apoſtles Words by 
the Spirit of the World, that knows not the Things 
of God, ſuchdo not follow the Apoſtles in their 
Succeſhon of the Spirit of God, nor in their Ordi- 
nation by the Spirit of God : And likewite all ſuch 
that teach for filthy Lucre, and ſerve not the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, but their own Bellies, and are covetous 
Teachers, and are heady, high-minded , Lovers of 
Pleaſures more then Lovers of God, and ave Strikers, 
and Per ſecutors, and think that Gain « Godlineſs , all 
ſuch do not follow the Apoſtles in their Succeſſion 
and Ordination ; for the Apeſtles declared againit 
ſuch, who freely as they had received, freely they 
were commanded to give, and did ſo; and them 
that follow not the Apoſtles in this their Example, 
and Chriſt in his Command, are not Followers and 
Succeeders to Chriſt and the Apoſtles, in the ſame 
C 2 Lite, 
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Life, Power and DoEtrine: Now for the Tryal 
of Biſhops and Deacofis, that follow the Apoſtles 
in their Succeſſion , A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the 
Hand if one Wife, vigilant, ſober, of good Beh- 
-viour, crven to Hajp:tality, apt to tea:h, not grvento 
Win”, rv Striker, not greedy of filthy Luere, but þ4- 
tient, n t £ Brawler, not covetow, one that can rale 
well his own Houſe, having his Children in S#bje tion 
with all Gravity, nt a Novice, leſt he be lifted up with 
Pride, ant fall into Condemnation of the Devil : Afore- 
ever he muſt have a goodReport f them that are without 
leſt he fall into Reproach, andthe Snare of the Devil, 
1 Tim. 3, Andin Tit. 1, A Bifhop muff be blamzle(s, 
as the Steward of God, mat ſelf-willed, nor ſvon anzry, 
not arven to Winz, no S triker,yot grven fo fiithy Lucre - 
but a Lover of Hoſpitality, 4 Lover of good Men ſober, 
Juſt, holy temperate, holding faſt the Fa:thful word,cyc. 
for there xre many unruly and vain Talters, oc. 

Now here you may ſee theOrdination of Biſhops; 
and if they do not ſucceed in theſe Steps and Pre- 
epts 2s the Apoſtles have laid down, rhey do not 
ſucce2d the Apoſtles ; for if he be of i{ Behaviour, 
at given to Hoſpitality, wr apt to teach freely (as they 
did) an1 if he be given to Wine; and a Striker, and 
greedy of fiithy Lucre, and not patient, but a Brawley, 
a4 Covetous, and not the Hushand of one Wife ani can- 
21»! rule h's own Houſe well, an{hath not h + Children in 
Subjetion and in Gravity, and i a Novice, an1p ft up 
in Pride, and hath an ill Report from them without, and 
ſelf-wille1, and ſoon anzry, mt fpher, jff, holy and 
temperate, &c, Such follow not nor ſucceed 107 the 
Apoſtles in their Ordination und 5uc>- Ton, or in 
: \ LaCclr 
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their Life and Power of the holy Ghoſt, but were 
reproved by them : Now likewiſe concerning Dea- 
cons, if they be not grave,and if they be double-tongued, 
or given to much wine, or if greedy of filthy Lucre, if - 
their wives be tot grave and ſober, but lanierousthey 
are ſuch as do not follow the Apoſtles in their Ordt- 
Hation and Succeſsion ; therefore the Apoſtle ſayes, 
Firſt they muſt be proved, ani then let them uſe their 
Office of a Deacon, &c. being foun{blamele's: And 
likewiſe the Apoſtle faich, they muſt hold the My- 
ſtery of Faithin a pure Conſcience ; mark, in a 
pure Conſcience, and Faith is a Myſtery; and 
therefore all ſuch that are not qualified according 
to the Apoſtle's Direftion to Timothy and Tit , dy 
not follow and ſucceed the Apoſtles 1n their ſpiritu- 
al Succeſsion and Ordination: And mor:ovcr, the 
Apoſtle ſaith, Follow us as we follow Chriſt, a4 wa!!: 
as ye have 1s for an Example, and they coveted no 
man's Gold, nor Silver, nor Apparel, and faid, 
Although he preached the Goſpel, yet js had rothing to 
glory of ; and mhat i« my Reward? (ayes he) wertly, 
that when 1preach the Goſpel, that I make the Guſpel of 
Chriſt without Char:e, 1 Cor.g. 

And now you that donot follow the Apoſtle in 
theſe-Things, both in Example and Life, and to 
keep the Goſpel without Charge,you do.not follow 
the Apoſtles inthe ſpiritual Succeſsion and Ordina- 
tion, neither are you to be followed, but as you 
—_ Chriſt, and the Eximple of the Apo- 

les, | 

And aJl ſuch that forbid to marry,.2nd cor- 
m31d to ab{tain from Meats, ſuch are not the Sr - 
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-ceeders of the Apoſtles in their Ordination, and 
Poſſeſſion of the Heavenly Power and Spirit; but 
ſuch are Speakers of Lyes, and are ſuch as are de- 
parted from the Faith, giving Heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and DoQtrine of Devils ſpeaking Lyes in 
Hypocriſie, having their Conſciences ſeared, as 
with an Hot Iron, 1 Tim. 4, Andin Rom, 8, if 
- the Spirit of him that raiſed up Feſus from the dead 
dweleth in you, he that raiſed up Jeſs: ſhall quicken your 
mortal Bodies by h's Spirit that dwelleth in you: For 
45 many '+ are lead by the Spirit of God are the Sons of 
God ; but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba Father, which Spirit it ſelf bear- 
eth witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the Children 
of God ; for the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Fe- 
ſus hath made me free from the Law of Sin and Death, 
faith the Apoſtle, 

Now here was the Poſſeſſion of the Apeltles , 
and all true Chriſtians, and all that follow them 
in their Succeſſion, and heavenly Poſſeſſion, muſt 
be led by the Spirit of God, and to have the ſame 
Spirit to bear witneſs with their Spirits, that they 
are the Sons of God; yea the ſame Spirit that rat- 
ſed up Jeſus from the dead, to dwell in them, and 
toquicken their mortall Bodies : So the Sycceſ- 
ſion muſt be in this ſame Spirit, and in the Law 
of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, which makes 
free from the Law of Sin and Death , and then 
there will be the Fruits of the Spirit to ſhew forth 
their Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, that they do ſuc- 
ceed them in the ſame Spirit, in the Law of the 
Spirit of Life that is in Chriſt Jeſus, that hi 
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make them free Men and Women from the Law 
of Sin and Death : So all the Succeeders of the A- 
poſtles in the Spirit can cry 4/4 Father, And 
the Apoſtle faith in Rom, 1Q. How [hat he preach 
except he be ſent ? &c. And the word nich thee 
in the Heart and Mouth, and this is the word of Faith 
which we preach, which were ſent (ro wit, the A- 
poſtles ) to preach it, 

So all that do ſucceed the Apoſtles, they muſt 
be ſeat of Chriſt in the ſame Power and Spirit, 
that the Apoſtles were ſent from God and Chriſt, 
and freely give as they have received from him free- 
ly, and preach the ſame Word of Faith, which is 
nigh in Men and Women, even in their Mouthes 
and. Hearts to obey itand do itz for if People go 
notin the ſame Power and Spirit as the Apoſtles 
were in, and preach the ſame, they are not ſucceed- - 
ers of them in their Poſliſſeon, Now Chriſt laid, 
I am come in my Father's Name and you received ms 
not ; if another ſhall come in h's own Name, him you 
will receive, John 5. 

And now is 1t not clearly ſeen tothis Day, that 
the Prophets and Apoltles, that came in the Nime 
of the Lord and of Chriſt, ſuch were alwayes hated; - 
and they would not receive them : And by ſad Ex- 
perience we have found it in our Age, who have 
been moved by the Lord, and gone inthe Name of 
the Lord to ſpeak to Priefts and Profeſſors, many 
of which you have impriſoned and beat , bur if a- 
ny have come 1n their.own Name, ſuch arc recei- 
ved by you, 


And if Paul had been an Apoſtle by Men, or of 
Men. : 
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- Men, or had = his Goſpel aad Ordination 
" by Men or from Men, Men would not havecalled 
him 4 Rinp-leader, and a peſtilent Fellow, c4c, And 
the A poſile faid, they were able Miniſters of the new 
Teſtament, not of the Fetter, but of the Spirit ; for the 
Letter killeth, tut the Spirit giveth Life, Soall that 
follow the Apoſtles intheir Ordination and Suc- 
ceſſion, muſt be Miniſters of the Spirit and of the 
new Teſtament, yea of the Spirit that giveth Life, 
and not of the Letter that killerh : Now they that 
are Miniſters, but not of the ſame Spirit that gi- 
veth Life, and ofthe new Teſtameat that the Apo- 
{tles were in, do not follow them in their Ordina- 
tion and Succefſion, though they may have the Let- 
ter. And the Apoſtle ſaith, we all with open Face, 
beholding as in a Glaſf the Glory of the Lord,are changed 
into the ſame Image. from Glory to Glory, even by the 
Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 13, And we having the 

ſame Spirit of Faith, &c. | 

Now here was the Apoſtles Poſſeſſion, and all 
that follow them in their Poſſeſison, Ordination, 
and Succeſison, muſt behold the ſame Glory as 
they all did; and know the ſame changing from 
Glory to Glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord, and 
they muſt be 1n the ſame Spirit of Faith, elſe they 
do not follow the Apoſtles, and true Chriſtians in 
their Ordination and Succeſsion. "And the Apo- 
ſtles faith, 2 Cor. 6. 1» all things approving our ſelves 
as the Miniſters of God, in much Patience in Afﬀliitions, 
in Neceſſities inDiſtreſſes in Stripes, in Impriſonments, 
in Tumults, in Labours, in watchings, in Faſtings, 
by Pureneſs, byKnowledge , by Long-Suffering , by 
Kirid- 
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K »4neſs, bythe h ty Ghoſt, by Love unfeign'd, by the 
word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the Arm of Righ- 
teouſnej, Fc, Now all yourthat follow the Ago- 
Ftles1n their Succefſion, you muſt approve your 
ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, by your Patience, 
| by your Purenels, by your Long-Suffering,by Know- 
ledge, by Kindneſs, by Love unfeigned, by the 
Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the Arm 
- of Righteouſneſs,and by the Holy Ghoſt : But now 
'1f you ſay, you have not the ſame holy Ghoſt as the 
: Apoſtles had,then you cannot approve your ſelves, 
neither can you follow them in the ſame Ordina- 
tion and Succeſſion as the. Apoftles were in : And 
-you that be the Strikers, and Impriſoners, and 
: Afflicters of People for Religion, you do not follow 
. the Apoſtles 1n their Ordination and Succeſſion that 
were ſ{tript, imprifoned and afficted. 

And the Apoſtle faith, Te are the Temples of the 
Living God ; as God hath ſaid, 'I will dwell in them and 
walk in them, and 1 will be their God ani they ſhall be 
my People, and Twill be a Fither unto you and you ſhall 
be my Sons and Daughters ,ſaith the Lord God Almighty: 
' Now here was the Poſſeſſion of the Apoſtles and 
true Church : Now all that follow the Apoſtles 
in their Ordination, and Succeſſion, and Poſſeſſion 
in the true Chuch, they muſt follow them in their 
Sonſhip and Daughterſhip,2nd muſt be ſuch as God 
dwels in, and walks in, 1fnot, and they will not 
have him to dwell in them and walk in them, and 
ſo be the Sons and Daughters of God, then they do 
not ſucceed the Apoſtles and true Church in their 


Poſſeſſion : And the Apoſtle ſaith, Gz/, 3. For ye 
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axe all the Children of Gol by Fa thin Chriſt Teſs ; for 
as many of you as have been baptized into (Chriſt have 
pyt.on Chriſt: Soall that tollow the Apoſtles and 
the true Church in their Succeſſion, muſt be in. 
the ſam? Light, and Power, and Faith in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, which Jeſus Chriſt hath been the Author 
of, and all muſt look to him for it, and-fo all. Chil- 
drenof Godin this Faith, that brings chem to have 
acce(; ro God, and Vittory over that which ſepa- 

rates from God. ; 
So all muſt ſucceed in this one Faith, and'they 
that are baptized-into Chriſt, muſt put him on, rot. 
make 2 Profeſſion of him without them, and not 
put him on; ifthey do, they do not follow the 
Apoſtle, and: the true Church, 1a their Succeſſion. . 
And the Apoftle ſaith, Gal. 4 - Becauſe ye are Sons, 
God hath ſent forth theSpirit of his Son into your Hearts, 
crying Aba Father : mark, into your Hearts : Now | 
all that do ſucceed the Apoſtle and true Church 
here, it muſt be in the fame Power and Spirit; they 
were in, that they may ory Abbe Father : And the 
Apaoſtlein G/: 5. ſaith, walk in the Spirit and ye - 
at fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh : and again he faith, 1f 
we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit , 
mark, us the Apaſtles and the true Church, the 
true Chriſtians : Now if ye do not walk in the 
fame Spirit as the Apoſtles and true Church 
yerein, then'ye do not ſucceed the Apoſtles .and 
true Church in their Succeſſion, and Ordination, 
& P-oſleſfſian'that they werein;but do fulfil theLuſts 
of yourFleſh:Now the Apoſtle ſaith, The Fruits of the 
Sprrit are Love, Foy, Peace, Meeenefi, Long-[uffering 
| EM. 
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Temperance, Of. 4241nſt wh ch there « 19 Law, &«. 


/Now if you do not walk in the Spirit, vou db 


not ſucceed the} Apoſtles in their Ordination ty 
the Spirit,neither do you ſucceed them in the Fruits 


of the Spirit z but are in the Fruits of the Fleſh A- 


dultery, Fopnication, Uncleanneſs, Laciviouſneſs, 
[dolatry, itchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emu- 
lation,Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſfie, 'Envyings, 


Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revilings, and ſuch like, 


And the Apoſtle tells you plainly, that they thar 
do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, and therefore, look all Chriſteridom at your 
Fruits, and ſee whom you do ſucceed : And rhe 


| Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. 6. For he that fon to the Fleth 
ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption ; 


" Yea; þ ut he that ſoweth 
to the Spirit ſhalt of the Sp:r1t reap Life Everlaſtias. 
Now no Man can ſow to the Spirit ; but luch 5 
bein the ſame Spirit of God and Chriſt, that the 
Apoſtles were 1N, and they that be not in the ſame 
Spirit, that they were 1n, are not their Succeedino 
Seeds-Men intheir Ordination by the holy 197, 
then ſuch ſow to the Fleſh, and. of the Fleth they 
reap Corruptions, and not everlaſting Life; mark 
this all you Seeds-men whata Crop you may reap 
of Corruptions, that are ſown to the Fleſh, who 
have not ſown inthe ſame Power and holy Spirir 
25 the Apoſtles FOR or _ Ard the 
Apoſtle {peakings to theFpoeſtans © us Knowlcdoe 
jn che Ni ery of Chriſt, whic hin other ages was 
not made known unto the Sons of Men, as it is now 
reavaled unto bis holy Apoſtles and Prophers. by 


the Spirit : Now you that do not ſucceed the Apo 
D 2 ite; 
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ſttes in this Sparit o revelation, you dy not 
know the Myſtery of Chriſt as the holy Prophets 
and Apoſtles did, though you may have the Form: 
Andthe Apoſtle faith in Epheſ. 2. 18. For through hine 
we both have an accef by one Spirit to the Father, and 
in whom ye alſo are built together an Habitation for 
God, through the Spirit. | | 

Soall you that do foltow the Apoſtles and the true 
Church in their Succeſſion, it muſtbe in the ſame 
Spirit of Intercefſion, that gives acceſs ro the Fa- 
ther, and by the. ſame Spiri: built together for an 
Habitation of God. _ 

And all you that deny having the fame Spirit the 
Apoſtles had ,. how can you be. built toge- 
ther an Habitation for God; or have acceſs to the 
Father: And the Apoſtle ſuth, , Finally, my Bre- 
thren be ſtrong in the Lord and in the Power of his 
Might ; put on the whole Armour of God, that ye may 
be able to ſtand againſ# the wiles of the Devil ; for we 
wreſtle not againit Fleſh and Blood, but azainf Princi- 
palities and Rulers of Dar kneſi, &c. And take unto 
9mm the Helmet of Salvation, and Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God,” And now mark, they that 
follow the Apoſtles in their Succeffton and Ordina- 
tion in the true Church, they muſt be in the ſame 
Power and Might , and the ſame Helmet of Salvation, 
and Shield of Faith, and their Feet mit be ſhod with 
the ſame Goſpel of Peace, and their Loins mutt be gir- 
ded with the ſame Girdle of Truth , and: the ſame 
Breaſtplate of Righteouſn:f, and they muſt have the 
, fame Sword.of the Spirit, which is the word of as | 


29) 
with which they muſt Ce wreſile with Fleſh an) 
Blood, but ſpiritual Wickedne(s, &c. | 

Now you that are not in the ſame Power of the 
ſame Spirit, nor-the ſame Faith, Truth, Rfghte- 
ouſneſs, Goſpel, Salvation and Armour of God, 
you are not the Succefſors of the Apoſtles in their | 
Weapons, 1n their armour, in their Wreſtling, 
who wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, neither are you 
able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of Satan : And the 
Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Coy, 10. 4. we do not war after the 
Fleſh ; for the Mey: of our warfare are not carnal, 
but ſpiritual, mighty through God to the plucking down 
of ſfrong Holds, &c. 

Now all that follow the Apoſtles in their Succeſ- 
fron and Poſſeiton-and Ordination, their Weapons 
muſt not be carnal, and they muſt not wreſtle after 
the Fleſh, if they-do, they are no Miniſters in the 
Succeſhon of the Apoſtles in their War -and their 
Weapons: Andthe Apoltle ſaith, 1 Cer, 12. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free, and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit , mark, here is 
the one Baptiſm, and here is the one Spirit, and 
here is drinking into one Spirit through ſeveral . 
Sorts of People; theſe followed the Apoftles in 
their Succeſſion ; | and therefore all that follows the 
Apoſtles in their Succeſſion, muſt be baptized - 
by the ſame Spirit, as the Apoſtles and true Church 
was baptized withal, and drink in the ſame Spi- 
Tit z and they that ſay, they have not the ſame Spi- 
rit the Apoſtles had, cannot be Co the-- 

ame 
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ſame Bdy they were baptized into, neither can 
th2y have the fame Union, in drinking in the ſame 
Sp.rit they drunk in, though they may have the 
_ Liter, they cannot ſucceed them 1n their Baptiſm 
in the Spirit, and drinking 1n the Spirit, it they 
have it not, and donot look for it (to wit, the Spi- 
rit) now 'adayes : and the Apoſtle faith, 1 Ti. 4. 
Be thou an Example of the Believers IN WORD 
[mark] IN CONVERSATION [mark 
IN CHARITY '\{ mark ] IN. SPIRIT C mark 
IN FAITH 44 PURITY { mark] Now all 

the Succedeers of Timorhy and the Apoſtle, muſt be 
in the ſame Example, in the ſame Word, in the 
fame Converſation, Charity, Spirit, Faith and 
Purity; and they that are not in the ſame Spirit, 
they cannot bein the ſame Faith, Word, Conver- 
ſation, Charity and Purity, and then ſuch do not 
fucceed the Apoſtles nor Timothy : andin 1 Per. 2, 
Ye alſo as living Stones are built up « ſpiritual Houſhold 
[mark, are built up] 4d an Holy Prieſthood, to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt, 
Now all that follow the Apoſtles and the true 
Church in their Succeflion and Poſſeflion of the 
Spirit, they muſt be the ſpiritual Houſhold and 
hving Stones, offering I Sacrifices accep- 
table to God by Jelus Chriſt. And .you that ſay, 
- you have not the ſame Spirit the Apoſtles had and 
the Church 1n the Primitive Times, you are not 
the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, and you cannot be 
the living Stones, nor ſpiritual Houſe, nor an holy 


Prieſthood, neither can you offer up ſpiritual Sa- 
critices 
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crifices to- God, ———_ through” Jeſus Chrift. 
not being 1n the {:me Spirit the Apoſtles and true 
Church were in, 
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Concerning the Succeſſion in the Fellowſhip. 


F we ſay (faith the Apoſtle) that we have fellow- 

ſhip with him (to wit,Chriſt and God)and walk in 
Darkne ſi, we lye, and do wot the Truth ; but if we walk 
is. the. Light, as he is inthe Light, we have fellowſbip- 
one with another, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth 
rm from all Six, f | 

Now all that do ſucceed the Apoſtles and true 
Church in the Fellowſhip, it muſt be by walking 
in the Light, as heis in the Light; and there they 
ſhall know cleanſing by the Blood of Chriſt, but 
all ſuch as hate the Light of Chriſt, and call it of 
the Devil or an Idol, ſuch do not ſucceed the Apo- 
ſtles and thetrue Church, though they may get the 
Formi of Words, and ſay, they have Fellowſhip 
with him, but walking in the Darkneſs, and ha- 
ting the Light, the Apoſtle tells you, they lye and 
do not the Truth, as y—_ ſee ut 1 Fohn: and 
the R__ faith, for your fellowſhip i in the Grpel, 
Ephel. r. 

So all that follow the Apoſtles and true Church 
in their Succeſſion, it 1nuſt be im-the ſame Goſpel, 
the Power of God, and not in a Form of Godlineſs. 
and denying the Power of the Goſpel, that is ade-. 
nying a Succeſſion in theiz Fellowſhip: and in _ 

NCT ;" 
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*ther Place he ſpeaks B | 4, the Unity of th. 
Spirit, which is the Bond of Peace : ' So all that do 
not follow the Apoſtles and true Church in this U- 
nity of the Spirit, they want the Bond of Peace, 
yea, the Bond of the Pripce of Princes Peace, and 
they that dgfollow the Apoſtles and true Church, 
| it mult bein the ſame Spirit that they were in, and 
{o4rrhe ſame Unity and Bond of Peace. 


et. 
Ry, 


: Concerning Singing and Praying inthe Spirit inthe 
| "Succeſſion of the Apoſtles. 


| HE Apoſtle faith, Epheſ. 6.18; Praying al- 

wayes with all Prayer and Supplication in the 
. Spirit: Now they muſt be in the {ame Spirit the 
Apoſtles and true Church were in, 'if they do ſuc- 
ceed them in the Spirit of Prayer, or elſe is it not 
like the Phariſees Babling, and ſuch as ask, and re- 
.ceivenot? Andthe Apoſtle ſaith, Rom.8. Likewiſe 
the Spirit helpeth our Infirmities ; for we know not what 
we ſbould pray for as we ought ,but the Spirit it ſelf makes 
; Interceſſion for us, &6, | $0 all that doſucceed the 
| Agate inthein Prayer, it is not uſing a Company 
of Words, and making Prayers, but it muſt be in 
the fame Spirit which helps the Infirmity, & makes 

-Jatercefion , - for without this Spirit the Apoſtles 
| werein, we know not what we ſhould pray for as 
weought ; ſo therefore the Spirit is the Helper, and 
makes Interceſon ; and therefore they that have 
aot the ſame Spurit the Apoſtles lad, was he 
" | | AcIpPET . 
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Helper that Gould make Intercefſion, and are not 
w the ſucceſsion of the Apoſtles & the true Church. 
And again the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 14. 1 will pray 
with the Spirit, and 1 will pray with the Underſtaw'lins 
alſo ;' 1 will fng with the Spirit, and Ins | ſin; w.th the 
oaths alfo, when thin bleſſeſt with the S9;- 
rift, Oc Pas $ _— 

And therefore all that do.pray,and ſing, and bleſs, 
and not in the ſame ſpirit the Apoſtles were in, and 
the var c_ yy Sf the 

5 in their ſpiritual praying, ſinging and ble\- 
G22 neither can they pray with the Underſtanding, 
nor ſing, nor bleſs with the Underſtanding, as the 

/tles and the true Church did, if they be not in 
the ſame ſpirit they were in that ' gave forth the 
ſcriptures. And the Apoſtle ſaith, Let the word of 
God dwell in you in all wiſdom, &c, teaching aud admu- 
 niſhing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, finging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lort, 

ol. 3. 
Now they that do ſucceed the Ap»ſtes in this 
teaching and admoniſhing in Pſalms, Hymns and 
ſpiritual ſongs,they muſt fucce-d them inthe Word 
of Chriſt dwelling 1n their Hearts, andin the ſame 
ſpirit, and ſame Grace in the Heart that the Apo,” /e 
and true Church were in , for they cannot ſucceed 
them in the Letter, inthe Form without the Pow- 
er, in their Poſſeſsion : And the Apoſtle Ids them 
pray without ceaſing, and quench n«t the Spirit, 
and deſpiſe not prophecying : and they that do de- 
ſpiſe - v0. quench the Spirit, do not fol- 
Jowihe poſtles in om Succeſsion and Ordina - 

| t10n 
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tion,: and Comfort, and Edification; who iay they 
may all prophelie one by one. 

Aad fo all thut grieve;, and quencheth; and vex- 
eth the Spirit of Gd,: and rebeltech againſt his 
Spirit, and refiſterh the holy-Ghoſt, and hates the 
Light of Chriſt d 2th not followthe Apaſtles in their 
Succeſhi>n & Poſlesfion: And the Ap>ſtle ſaith,But ye 
beloved build up y1ur ſelves in your mſÞ hlyFaith, pray- 
ing in the holy Ghoſt:So all that dy ſucceed the Apo- 
{tles & the true Church in their praytng,it muſt be 
in the holy Ghoſt,and ſucceed them in thetr- build- 
ing, it muſt be in their holy. Faith, which Chriſt 
is the Author of, 8 they that are not in theſame holy 
Ghoſt and Faith, do not ſucceed the Apoſtles in 
their Building, and in their Praying: And the A- 

tle faith in r Th-ſ.2,10.7e are witneſſes and God alſo 

ow holily, and juſtly, and unblameably we behrved our 
ſelves among you that believe: ſo they that do ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles, muſt ſucceed-them, in that holy 
and juſt, and unblameable Life : and Chriſt faith 
in Joh» 1. They that worſhip ths' Father muſt worſhip 
him in Spirit and Truth: Now none can ſucceed 
the Apoſtles. in this Worſhip that Chriſt ſer up 
above ſixteen hundred Years ſince; but who are in 
the ſam2 Spirit and Truth the Devil is out off, that 
the Apoſtles werein : and fo it is clear; all that do 
(ucceed the Apſtles in their Succeſſion and Or- 
dination, and Poſſeſſi>n, it- muſt be-in the ſame 
Power and Spirit: And faith the Lord, 7 have or- 
aained thee a Proph:t to the Nat tons, before 1 form? 1 
thee in the Belly I knew the. Fer, 15, And a Mul i- 
tude of the like Things conzeraing the Succeſſi * 

O 
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ot the Apoſtles, and homes Church, of San&i- 
fication, Juſtification, and Perfection and the like 
might be declared, and the Apoſtle faith, He that 
hath an Ear let him hear what the Spirit ſaith to the 
Churches: John ſpeakes this ſeven Times in the 
Revelation ;but if People have not the ſame Power 
and Spirit 'now adayes as the Apoſtles had, then 
they cannothear what the Spirit ſaith. Now the 
Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 14. If anything be revealed to 
another that ſits by,let the firſt hold his peace; foryou may 
all propheſie one by one, that all may learn, nd all may 
be comforted; for the Spirit of the Prophets is ſubjett to 
the Prophets: Now all that deny Prophecy, and 
ſpeaking one by one, deny the Way by which the 
Church may learn, and may be comforted, and 
deny the ſubjeCtion of the Spirit of the. Prophets, 
and ſuch are not the ſucceeders 1n the ſame Pow- 
er and Spirit the Apoſtles werein: and the Ape! 
ſtle ſaith, 1 Cor, 14. Except ye utter by the Tongue, 
words eafie to be underſtood, how ſhall it be known 
what ts fpoken , for ye ſhall ſpeak in the Air, therefore if 
1 know not the Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be #nto him 
that ſpeaketh « aBarbarian, and he ſball be a Barba- 
Tian «ito me. And therefore all ye- that ſpeak, 
and preach, and pray in an unknown Tongue, or 
bleſs, the Apoſtle telleth you, ye are Zarbarians, 
and ſpeak to the Air, and ſo you do not follow 
him in his Succeſsion , ſo therefore all that follow 
the Apoſtles and the true Church, intheir Succef- 
fion, Ordination and poſleſsion , either in preach- 
ing, praying, or ſinging, Fellowſhip, or Worſhip 
they muſt ſucceed them in the ſame Power and 


Spirit the Apoſtles were in, 
: Mt E 2 And 
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An4 the Apoftle faith, Gz/. 6. 4s many acre to 
make fair ſhew in the Flejb, & in Rom.'15. 18. For Iwilf 
mt dare to ſpea* of thoſe Things, which Chriſt hath ns 
wrouzht by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by Word 
and Deed. Now conſider, do. you follow the Apo- 
fle in this Succeſsion, dare you ſpeak of Things; 
which Chri:t hach not wrought by you, andro 
bring Pegple to be obedient by Word or Deed? 
And 1s not this to make .a fair ſhew ia the Fleſh of 
that which Chriſt hath not wrought by you ? then 
you are not Succeeders to the Apoltle and true 
Church : And the Apoſtle ſaith ta 2 Cor. 10, 15. 
Not boaſtinz of Things without owr Meaſure, that is, 
of other Mens Labours, &c. but according to the 
Meaſure of the Rule, which God bath diſtributed ante 
5, &c, Now conſider do any follow the Apoſtles 
in their Succeſsion;but who follow them ia the Rule 
ro wit of the Spirit? And do ſuch follow the Apo- 
{tles in their . Rule, that boaſts of other Mens = 
bours, to wit the Prophets, Chriſt's and the Apo- 
Rtles Words,, & deny their Rule of the Spirit - & 
did not the Corinthiews make a great profeision of 
Chriſt, and look't upon themlelves to be great 
gifted-men ? and did not the Apoſtle tell chem, rhey 
were Reprobates if Chriſt were not in them, tor all 
they might make a Profeſsion of Chriit without 
them ? And ſv, is it not necdful, for all Chriſtians 
to try themſelves, whether they be in the Faith, 
and prove, and know their own ſelves, that Chriſt 
is in them, except they be Reprobates# and (o Re- 
probates may wake a Profeſsion of Chrift without 
them, which do not follow the Apoſtles in their 
ſucce!sion, who prexch'd Chriſt within, the Hope 
of 


es 
ef Glory, who aid, The Life that I now live in the - 
Fleſh, is by the Faith of theSon of God, and 11ive, yet 
net I, but Chriſt that liveth in me,Gal. 2. 20. 

So now who follow the Apoſtles in this their Poſ 
ſeſsion,ſucc elsion and Ordination.muſt follow them 
in the Pofleſsion of this Faith of the ſon of God, 
and inthis Life in him: and -the Apoſtle faith iu 
Gal, 4.9, 10. But wow after that ye have known God, 
or rather, are known of God, how turn you again tothe 
weak and lepgarly Elements, whereunto ye deſire again 
robe in Bondage, ye ob{erve Dayes and Moneths and 
T tmes, 4ndTears] am afraidof youLleft Thave beſtowed 
pox you Labour in vain. | 
Now conſider this you that obſerve Dayes,Months, .. 
Times & Years,which he calls beggarly Elements, 
and Bondage upon ſuch that went into {luchThings, 
he was afraid he had beſtowed his Labour in vain. 
Now you that do obſerve theſe Things, and follow 
theſe things the 4#«5f1e reproves,do not you ſucceed 
them that went into Bond: e,and are not ſucceedcrs 
tothe Apoſtles nor true Church : andin 1 Fch. 5. 
12. 20, He that hath the Sou hath Life,and he that hith - 
not the Son hath not Life, and we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given to us anUnderfanding that 
we may know him that « true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Teſus Chrift, this is the true Gd 
andeternal Life, 

Now here you may ſee their Polle{gion,and what 
the Apoſtles and the Saints did poſle(s, and they did - 
confeſs Chriſt was come without them and withig 
them,” and they were in him : $o all that follow 
the Apes and true Church in their Poſleſsion and 
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"Succeſsion, muſt have chis Confefsion, that Chriſt 
1s Come, and hath given them an Underſtanding, 
and to be in them, and to have the Son if they have 
Lite, fignifying that all the Profeſlors of. the Son of 
God, it they have not the Son of God, they have not 
Lite, then they cannot ſucceed the Apoſtles and the 
true Church in the ſame Life, Poſſets1o0n and Con- 
teſsion fromthe {ame Faith,and ſo are no true Wit- 
neſles. 

Now who follow the Ap es in the Succeſsion 
and Ordination, are faithful Witneſſes; and in 
Lake 24, 48. Chriſt ſayes to his. Diſciples, re ere 
witneſſes of theſe Things ; and As 1,8, But ye ſhall 
receive Power after the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you, and 
ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me in all Jadea, ani Jeruſa- 
lem,.u4Samaria, and ts the utmeit Parts of theEarth, 

Now mark.thele were the faithful and true Wit- 
neſſes in the Power and Holy Ghoſt that witneſſed 
in Fudea, Feruſalemand Semaria, and to the utmoſt 

parts of the Earth, to Chriſt: Nor can any ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles, and be true Witneſſes, but 1n the 
ſame Power and Holy Ghoft ; and in As 2. 32, 33. 
' This Feſ* hath God raiſed up, whereof we all are wit- 
meſſes ; therefore being by the right Hand of God exalt- 
ed, end having received of the Father the Promiſe of the 


Holy GhoZt, he hath ſhed forth this which we now ſee and 
hear,&c. andin As 2. 15. Te have killed the Prince - 


of Life, whom God hath raiſed fromthe Dead, whereof 
we are Witneſſes , now all theſe were Faithful Wit- 
neſſes: and As 5, 32. we are his witneſſes of theſe 
Things (to wit, Chit ) and ſois alſo the Holy Gho#t, 


. whom God hath given to them that obey him: _ 
tnen 
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then, thole that do diſobey Lo ard Chriſt, receive 
not this Holy Choſt, and then .hey cannot ſucceed 
the ApcRtles in-the ſame Holy Ghoſt, as taithiful 
Witneſſes of Chriſt, And A -s 10.39. We are Wit- 
meſſes of theſe things which hz id (to wit, Chrilt) 
both in the L1::d of the Jews ani at Jeruſalem, whom 
they flew 1n1 hanzed on a Tree, &c, And As 13, 30. 
But God hath raiſed him from the Dea), and he was ſeen 
many Dayes of them which came ud with him from Gi- 
lilee unto Jerufalem, and we are h © Witneſſes unto the 
People, and we declare unto you glad Tidings, And 
Afts 20.23. Save that the holy Ghoft witneſſethin every 
City,ſaying that Bonis and Aft ions abide me (to wit, 
him that*preach'd Chriſt,) . And A75-26. 22, Ha- 
wing therefore obtained Help from God, 1 continue unto 
this Day, witneſſing both unto (mail and great, ſaying no 
other thinzs then thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes 
did ſay ſhould tome that Chriit ſhould ſu/ter and riſe from 
the Deal; and (hould ſhew Li:ht unto th: Gentiles, 

Now here you may ſee his. faithful Witneſſes in 
the Holy Ghoſt, witneſſed to all, ſmall or grear, 
freely; and you that deny having the Holy Gh-it 
the Apoſtles were in,and the Light of Chriſt,which 
he enlightens every one thar-comes into. the World 
withal, which he ſhews to the. People and to the 


' Gentiles, you are notrue Witneſſes nor Succeeders 
tothe Apoſtles, that call his Light (that he hath 


ſhwed to us Gextz/es,which ſhines in our Hearts, to 
giveus the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the 
Face of Chriſt Jeſus) of the Devil; and the Q«:- 
kers new Chriſt, and natural z you are no Succeed. 
ers of the Apoſiles in the Power, Light and Spirit, 

Nar 
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ar true Witnefles, but their Oppoſers. And the 
Apoſtle faith, x Theſ. 2. 10. Te are witneſſes and God 
alſo, how holily, juſtly and unblamably we behaved or 
ſetves among you that believed, 

Now we cannot witneſs that you walk fo wh 
Juſtly and mg re in Chrift, we w DW 
true Believers : you ſay, that God is y 

"Witneſs of your Holy L by, Ju Land Unblamable Li 
as the Apoſtles did? andif you cannot, you donor 
ſue xced themin their PoſſeſFion and Succeſsion, and 
the Apoſtle js _ That the holy Gho# wit- 
neſſed is every Ci ſeying: Bonds and Afflictions abide 
»we, Now perſecute, and afflict, and 
bring into your Bonds _ Priſons, and fay, you 
-havenot the ſame Holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles had, and 
yet afflit them that be in the Holy Ghoſt, you are 
not the Succecders of the-Apoltles in thcir Ordina- 
tion and Succeſsion, . And the Apoſtle (:1ch, 1 Tims, 
4. 14. Neglet# net the Gift that is in thee, &c. and 
he was to hold the: Faith in egeod Conſcience, 1 Tim, 
1.19, andhe-calls him hs Sor iz the Faith, 1 Tim. 
I-2 Andin 1 Tim. 6.11, 12. But thou, 0 Man of 
God, follow Righteouſpe f, Godlinefi and Faith, Love, 
Patience, Meeknefi ; fight the good Fight of Faith, lay 
hold on Eternal Life = thou art alſo called, and 
_ ref ed a good, Profeſſion before many V'iitneſſes ; 
# the form 6 ſound VVords, which thou ha#t 
—_ of mee in Faith and Love, mhich is in Chrizt Fefws 
{{mark? in Faith he had heard andhin Love, which is 
4n Chriſt Jeſus , this Formof fonnd Words he was 
to hol faſt,which he had heard in Faith, &c. which 
Chriſtss the Author of, 2 Tim. 1.13. So they _ 
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be not in the ſame ſound Words, which is heard in 
Faith and Love ui Chriſt Jeſus, do not ſucceed the 
Apoſtles in their Poſle(sion nor Ordination : andin 
2 Tim. 1.14. That good thing which was committed un- 
to thee, keep by the holy Ghoit, which dwelleth in us ; 
[mark] Keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth 
inus: andin 2 Tim.2.2. And all the things thou hat 
heard of me amonot many FVitneſſes, the ſame commit 
thou unto faithful Men, who ſhall te able to teach others 
alſo. 

Tow mark,theſe followed the Apoſtles in the Suc- 
.ceſSion 1n the Holy Ghoſt, 1n the Faith in the good 
Things, wluch they dwelt in and committed unto 
faithful Men, which Myſtery of the Faith is held in 
a pure Conſcience z ſo none can ſucceed the Apoſtle 
nor Timothy, nor theſe faithful men, but in the ſame 
Faith, and in the ſame Gift of Prophecy, and in the 
good Thing, kept by the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in 
them: Now they that be not in the ſame Faith and 
Holy Ghoſt, and in the ſame good Thing the Apo =_ 
Timothy and thoſe faithful men were in, donot fuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles and them, though they get the 
Form of Godlineſs ; and the Apoſtle and Tizzhy did 
not commit thoſe Things to faithful men, to teach 
them, ard make a Trade ofthem, for they that do 
make a Trade of them are unfaithful men, and do 
not ſucceed the Apoſtles and Timothy, but are Suc- 
ceeders of ſuch as reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, and Diſfo- 
p_ of God; for the Apoſtle ſaith, He gives the 
holy Ghoit to them that obey him: and the Apoſtle ſaith, 
2 Tim. 3. 5. Hevinz 4 Form of Godlinefs, but denying 
the Power thereof, from ſuch turn away ; Now to have 
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a Form of Chriſt's Words, the Apo7!es Words, or 
Timothy's Words, or theſe faithful mens Words,and 
deny the Power and the holy Ghoſt that led them 
toſpeak them forth, they are to be turned away 
from, and are n» Succeeders of theApoſtles : and the 
Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. 12, VVherefore ſeeing we alſo 
are compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of VVit- 
meſſes, let us lay aſide every VYeight, andthe Sin that 
deth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with Patience the 
Race that us ſet before 44, looking unto Feſuns, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, &, 

So you may ſee it 15not any man, nor Writings, 
nor Words, that is the author of Peoples Faith, but 
Jeſus Chriſt, and all muſt look unto him,the author - 
and Finiſher of their Faith for it, if they do ſucceed 
this Cloud of Witneſſes, which Faith is the Gitt of 
God, and brings to have acceſs to God, in which 
God is pleaſed : and the Apoſtle faith, 1 Joh, That 
which was from the beginning (mark, the B2ginning, 
to wit, Chriſt) which we have heard (mark, they have 
heard that which was from the Beginning) which 
we have ſeen with our Eyes (mark, they had feen with 
their Eyes that which was from theBeginning(which 
we have lookt upon, and our Hands have handled of the 
word of Life, which was from the beginnins , for the 
Life was manifeſt, and we have ſeen it, and bear wit- 
neſs, andſhew it unto you,” that Eternal Life which ws 
with the Father, aniwas manifeſt unto us, that which 
we have ſeen and heard azclare we unt» you, that ye 
(to wit, the Church)alſs may have Fellowſhip with ws, 
who had ſeen, heard, lookt upon and handled the word 
of Life, ani truly our Fellowſhip & with the Father _ 

wit 


with theSor Feſms Chrii7 ; : dtheſe things 1 write nts 
you, that your Foy mry be full, 

And now mark.he that hath not the Son hath not 
Life, and he that hath the Son hath Life ; and there- 
fore conſider all ye Teachers and Churches in Chri- 
ſtendom, where is your Felluwihip ? have you 
heard that which was from the B2zginning? have you 
ſeen, lookt upon and handled, and fo bezr Witneſs 
to what you have (cen, heard and handied? and do 

ou declare that to your Churches which you have 
ard, ſeen and handled, as the Apo/tles did? If 
not, you do not ſucceed the Apoſtles 1n their hearing, 
19 their handling, intheir looking, and ſecing, and 
witneſSing, apd declaring to others: For will not 
the VVorldlings Reaſon teach you in your common 
Courts, thar it a Company of VVitnetles come to 
bear VVitneſs before a Judge, the Judge asketh 
them whether they have icen, heard or lookt upon 
the man, if they tay, No, they never heard, nor 
lookt upon him, nor do not expeXt ever to fee Jim 
while on this {ide the Grave z wh-t do you think 
the Judge will ſay to theſe VVitrelles, that will 
come to witneſs for or againſt a man they nave ne- 
ver {een,nor heard.nor lookt upon,nor never expect 
to ſee him : But you may ſay, the VVitnefles heard 
others ſay ſo of him , -and will this pleaſe theJudgc? 
let worldly Reaſon Judge: So confider, if you ne- 
yer heard God's Voice,. nor ſee his ſhape, as you 
may {ce in Fohn 5, Chriſt the Judge did not accept 
of ſuch as the Fews, that were ſayers of what the 
PrcPh:ts and ſes (aid and did; for faith he, ze 
F' her himſelf, wh:ch hath ſent me beareth iwitneſs of 
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me, but ye have neither heard h:s Voice at any timenuor 
ſeen his Shape ,, then theſe were not nor are not the 
true or faithful Witneſſes of God nor Chriſt. And 
an Fer. 23.21, ſhave not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they 
ran, Thave not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſie , and 
Ver. 30,31. Therefore behold Iam azainſt the Prophets, 
ſaith the Lord, that fleal my Words every one from his 
Neighbour : Behold 1 am againſt the Prophets, ſaith the 
Lord, that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, he ſaith it ; 
and Ver.16. Thus ſaith the Lord of Heſts, hearken not 
wnto the Prophets, nor unto the Words of the Prophets 
that propheſie unto you, they make you vain, they ſpeak 
a Viſnon of their own Heart, and mt from the Mouth of 
the Lord: And in Ezek, 13. wo unto the Prophets 
that follow their own Spirit, and that ſee nothing, 1 have 
not ſent them, ſaith the Lird, and they ſay, the Lord 
ſaith it, albeit Thave not ſpoken to them; Tama my 
you, ſaith the Lord, becauſe with Lyes you n—_ the 
Hearts of the Righteous ſad, whom 1 have not made 
ſad, cc. Iwill deliver my People out of your Hand, and 
you ſball know that 1 am the Lord, cc. 

And now conſider theſe were not the Succeeders 
of the trueProphets,though they us'd their Tongues, 
and ſpoak, and ran with a Divination of their own 

Brains & Studies, the Lord was againſt ſuch,though 
they might ſay, thus faith the Lord, and get whe 
Words of their Neigbbour Prophets. 

So though you may ſay, thus ſaith Chriſt, and 
thus fay the Apoſtles, and be ſuch as run and God 
never ſends nor Chriſt,8& have neither heard God's 
Voice, nor ſeen his Shape, and the Lord nor Chriſt 
have not ſpoken to you, and ſay, you havenot the 

Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt as the Apoſtles had, and fo follow your 
own Spirits, & ſee nothing;and do nor all,who fay, 
they have not the ſime Spirit the Apottles had, tol- 
low their own Spirits, and fee nothing, and ſo are 

Succeeders of theſe tajle Prophets which God re- 
proved, and not the true Prophets nor Apoſtles? 
And how can you preach, except you be ſent? faith the 
Apoſtle ; for whom Chriſt ſends they be in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and none can call him Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

And Chriſt faith, That he wy abide with you for- 
ever, t» wit, the Comforter, the Holy Ghoſt, Joh.14.16. 
even the Spirit of truth that ſhall lead you inte all truth, 
and he ſhould dwell in them, and ſhould be with 
them; and alſo Chriſt faith, He would be with them 
and inthen to the End of the world, 

' And now therefore how can you be faithfulWit- 
nefles to God and Chriit the Judge, by uſing your 
Tongues, and ſaying, he faith it, or by getung the 
Form of Godlineſs, and denying the Power and the 
Holy Ghoſt, to wit, the VVitneſs;z and by your 
running and God never ſent you, and though you 
ſay, he faith ir, and hath never ſpoken ty you} 
yea, though you may be Miniſters of the Letter 
from Genef, to Revelations, and ſay, he or they ſay 
It, and yet never hear his Voice, nor ſee his Sha 
at any Time ; then how at any Time can you be 
true VVitneſſes, except you were ip the ſame 
Power and Holy Ghoſt the Prophets and the Apo- 
ſtles were in? 


He that hath the Son of God, hath Life, "and he that 
G hath 
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huh net the Son of GoY, hath mct as ; then how can 
he be a VVitnel{s of-the Life that he hath not ſeen, 
heard nor handled? and if Chriſt be not in him, he 
1s 2 Reprobate, and then how can Reprobates be 
"faithful VVitneſles of him, though they may talk 
of him by the Letter he « come, as the Fews by the 
. Letter talkt he was to come ? | 
And therefore they that. have the Son of God they 
have Life, they ſee it, they hearit, they handle ir, 
they look upon it, that Life that was in the Begin- 
ning, and can ſay, the Son of God # come, and. hath 
given us an Underſtanding, and we know him that is 
true, and we are in him that tree, and (o are faith- 
ful VVitneſſes, Succeeders of the Apoſtles and the 
true Church, and can declare what their Eyes have 
ſeen, and their Hands have handled, and what they 
have heard, and what they haye looked upon, and 
bear witneſs and ſhew to others that Eternal Life; 
which was with the Father, and manifeſt unto us 
and in us,..and can both witneſs and declare this ts 
others freely, as they have received freely from 
God, that others may have Fellowſhip with them, 
and can ſay truly, Our Felbwſbip, « with-the Father 
and with the Son, and this we declare and witneſs to: 
Ifay, all that ſucceed the Apoſtles and the true . 
Church, it muſt be in this Hearing, Sight, Hand- 
ling, VVitneſſing and Declaring of this Poſſeſtion 
of this Life, Chriſt .that was in the-Apolſtles and 
the true Church, elie they. are no Succeeders to 
them, norin their Poſſeſſion: For all the falſe Wit-. 
nelfes againſt the Prophets, Chriſt and theA Frm 
; | _ they 
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they might profeſs the Scriptures, and che Beaft, 
Whore Anti-chriſt, Satan's Meſſengers and falſe 
Apoſtles, they might profeſs Chriſt in Words; 
but they that have h:m not, have not Life, and (o are 
no true Hearers, Seers, Witnelles nor-Succeeders, 
neither can they call Jeſus Lord, except they be. 
the Holy Ghoſt the Apoftles were in, neither can 
they witneſs as they did without the Holy Ghoſt, 
neither can they build up one another, except they 
be in the ſame Holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles and true 
"Church were in, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, build- 
ing up one another in the moſt Holy Faith, 

Soall true Succeſſion is in this building in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt and Holy Faith that they were 1n;, and if 
they be not inthis, they are Pluckers down, and 
Scatterers from the Head, Lo here, 1o there, lo there 
Chriſt without them, and not within them, and fo 
no Succeeders to the Apoſtles, nor true Church,but 
to ſuch, againſt whom the Cry is, Lo here, lo there, 
which Chriſt commands not to follow, 

Andin 2 Cor. 2. 17. For we are not .# many which 
corrupt the word of God, but as of Sincerity, but .« of 
God in the Sight of God (peak we in Chriſt, Andin 
2 Pet. 2. 2. And throu:th Covetouſneſi ſhall thzy with 
feigned wo ds mate Merchindize of yu, 6. 

Now conlider, ſuch as theſe did not follow the 
Apoſtles in their Succeffion nor Ordinatin, nor 
any that be in feigned Words, wiv through Co- 
vetouſneſs make Merchandize of God's, Chriſt's. 
the Prophets and the Apoftles Words , and of 
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And none follow the Apoſtles in their Succeſſion 
and Ordination, but ſuch as be of God, and in the 
Sight of God ipeak the Truth in Sincerity in Chriſt 

elus. 

So all they that teach for filthy Lucre, and ſerve 
#wt the Lord Feſis Chrift, but their own Belhes, and 


by good Words ani fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of 


the ſimple, Rom. 6.8. all ſuch follow not the Apo- 
ftles and true Church in their Succeſhon, but are 
reproved by them. 

And in Numb. 28. You may fee how God or 
daincd his Law in Mount Sai, and that his Peo- 
ple ſhould walk in it , which Law commanded 
their Offerings and the Prieſts to offer and attend 
upon their Servicce, 

But Chrift Jeſus, who ends .the Law and the 
Offerings, and the Prieſts, by offering up him- 
ſelf once for all , he ordained his Diſciples to 
preach , and commands them, FREELY as 
they had received of him, ſo FREELY to 

ive. 
: And therefore they that follow the' Apoſtles 
in their  Ordination- and in their Succeſſion , 
muſt give FREELY, as they have received 
FREELY; 

And Chriſt commands his: Diſciples wot to 
Swear AT ALL, but keepto YEA and NAY 
in their Communication, and to bleſs, and curſe 
not. 

And the Apoſtle that kept in the Grom__ 
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of Citrift avd his Commana, forbad Sweiring, 
and C fr 3, and :1crup Yea z8d Nay, as Chrill 
commuaic29. | | 

Now: !! ther that Fwear and curſe, do not fol- 
low the Apoiti-s in their Succelhion nox Ordination 
nor Qualtkiczr11, 

And Chrit forvids his Miniſters for being cal- 
led GRACIOUS LORDS, as the Gentiles were, or 
for being called of Men A7ASTER, as the Phariſees 
Were. 

And therefore they that follow the Apoſtles in 
Chriſt's Ordination, and 1a the Succeſſion of the 
Apoſtles, muſt keep his Commands; for ſuch 
Miniſters that do plead for ſuch Titles, and to 
be called of Men MASTERS and GRACI- 
OUS LORDS, ſuccecd the Phariſees and the Ger- 
tiles, and not Chriſt nor the Apoſtles. 

And therefore none can ſucceed the Apoſtles, 
but in the ſame Power of God and Holy Ghoſt 
that they were in, who gave forth the Scrip 
tures , and they muſt receive Chriſt, and live 
in him, whois the ROCK OF AGES, and 
ſo to know him to be with them and in them 
to the End of their Age, and fo to the End of 
the World, who is the ROCK and FOUN- 
DATION of all the Hs in their A- 
gesz and they that do ſucceed the Apoltles , 
muſt ſucceed them in their Work..and Foun 
Jation, 
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Soin the Light, in the Life, and in the Power 
of Chriſt Jeſus, and in him, and he in them, 
who is the firft and laſt, here is all the true 
Succeſhon and Succeeders, who walk and live 


—— —_ Jeſus, and hein them, who is firſt and 
aſt. Tn 
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